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Japanese Balloon Bombs, Under the Western Sun, & Michigan Author 

Programs at Fremont Library in November 

The Fremont Area District Library is planning to host several fun, free, and educational 

programs in November for the whole family. 

 

Live @ the Library, a series of events including author talks and educational or entertaining 

programs, will include three events in November. Michael Unsworth will present Floating 

Vengeance: The World War II Japanese Attack on Michigan on Tuesday, November 1st at 

7:00 p.m. Japan sent over 9,300 balloons to attack the North American mainland from November 

1944 to early April 1945. This talk will discuss general outlines of the balloon attacks followed 

by a detailed description of the two balloons which were discovered at the border area of Kent & 

Allegan counties and in Farmington in the Detroit suburbs. 

 

For Native American Heritage Month, Carmen Alfaro will present a program called Under the 

Western Sun: An Indigenous Account of Life on Historical Turtle Island on Thursday, 

November 3rd at 7:00 p.m. Have you ever wondered what life was like on Turtle Island (North 

America) before European contact? Did you imagine towering cities with sanitation canals, trade 

networks that spanned thousands of miles, and artisan-crafted books? Join Carmen Alfaro for an 

interactive conversation on what life was really like just over 500 years ago and the rich heritage 

it brings to contemporary Indigenous Peoples. Recording devices requested to be turned off 

during drumming and songs. 

 

Our third Live @ the Library program for November will feature Michigan Notable author, 

John Wemlinger and his newest book, The Cut. In this 2022 Michigan Notable Book, Alvin 

Price and Lydia Cockrum literally bump into one another in the summer of 1870 and fall in love. 

Coming from vastly different backgrounds, their relationship encounters struggle amid the 

feuding farmers and powerful lumber industry in Manistee, Michigan. Additionally, a terrible 

storm on October 8, 1871 will sweep across the upper Midwest, setting off fires in Chicago and 

dozens of other cities, including Manistee. Will their love endure? Michigan Notable Author 

John Wemlinger will present his newest novel on Thursday, November 17th at 7:00 p.m. He will 

also answer questions and have books available to purchase and sign. 

 

Movie Mondays are back, and we’re showing Downton Abbey: A New Era on Nov. 7th at 

2:00 p.m. (Rated PG; 125 min) Snacks provided! Junk Journaling, for anyone ages 10 and up, 

will be available in the Community Room on Thursday, November 10th from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

(show up anytime between). The beginning kit is provided for free. Use up what you have and 

supplement with found, recycled, repurposed, and thrifted items.  

 



Toddler Storytime, for babies and toddlers up to age 3, will be held on Wednesdays at 10:00 

a.m. through November 30th, and Family Storytime for children up to age 5 will be held on 

Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. through December 1st. We’ll be showing an Afternoon Movie for kids 

on Thursday, November 17th at 3:30 p.m. Snacks will be served, and all are welcome. Saturday 

Storytime, for children up to age 5 will be on November 26th at 11:00 a.m.  

 

The Wednesday Readers Book Group will meet on Monday, Nov. 14th at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Community Room to discuss The Marsh King’s Daughter and The Wicked Sister by Karen 

Dionne.  Daytime Book Group will not meet in November but will instead meet on December 

1st at 12:30 p.m. to discuss Secret of Snow by Viola Shipman. The new Non-Fiction Book 

Discussion will be meeting by the north fireplace on Monday, Nov. 21st at 6:00 p.m. to discuss 

The Deer Camp by Dean Kuipers. Anyone is welcome to join these book groups. Please contact 

the Reference Desk at 231-928-0257 if interested in joining. Books are available at the library’s 

front desk ahead of the meeting if you’d like to check out a copy and join the group. 

 

For more information about any of these events, please contact the library at 231-924-3480 or 

visit www.fremontlibrary.net. 

 

 
Michael Unsworth will present on the topic of Japanese Balloon Bombs with Floating 

Vengeance: The World War II Japanese Attack on Michigan. 
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Carmen Alfaro will present a program about Turtle Island before European contact for Native 

American Heritage Month called Under the Western Sun: An Indigenous Account of Life on 

Historical Turtle Island. 

 

 
Michigan Notable Author John Wemlinger will present his newest book, The Cut. 


